
• Look at this week’s poster, talk about what you can see. 
What do you think this week’s news story could be 
about? The poster image shows Salima Mukansanga, 
of Rwanda, refereeing an African Cup of Nations match 
earlier this year. Salima, along with Stephanie Frappart
and Yoshimi Yamashita, has been included on the list of 
36 referees, who will referee the men’s World Cup held in 
Qatar this November. What example do you think it sets 
having both male and female referees for the matches?

• Read through the information found on the assembly 
resource about the three female referees, who have been 
chosen for the upcoming men’s World Cup. Did you know 
that there hasn’t previously been female referees in the 
men’s World Cup? Does this fact surprise you?

• Watch this week’s useful video, which shows future 
FIFA World Cup referee, Salima Mukansanga, speaking 
of her work. Why do you think she is described 
as a trailblazer? Do you think she is?

• Considering sport in general, do you enjoy taking part 
in or watching any sports? What lessons about life 
do you think we can learn from sport? E.g., how we 
handle winning or losing.

• What job do you think a referee does? Explain that their 
job is to enforce the rules of a game or match for 
fairness and safety. Sometimes people who do this job 
may also be known as umpires or officials.

• Think about the games or matches you have played or 
watched that have included a referee e.g.,  a school 
sports tournament, at a sports club, professional sports 
on the television.

• How do you feel about the referees you have 
encountered? Do you think they were needed to keep the 
game safe and fair? Did you always agree with the 
decision the referee made?

• Look at resource 2, where some people share how they 
feel about the role of referees in the games they play or 
spectate. How important is a referee in each game?

• Do you think referees are more important in professional 
matches? Think about how the pressure to win may 
affect how people play. 

• Explain that golf is a sport that is very rarely played with 
a referee. Players are expected to officiate themselves. 
Do you think this would work for invasion games such as 
football, rugby, netball and hockey? Do you think people 
should be able to play games without a referee?

• What do you think it takes to be a referee? Do you think it 
is a difficult job? Do you think you could do it?

• Make a list of games you play. These could be games in 
the playground, boardgames, games you play 
in the classroom or sports games.

• For each game on the list, think about if there are any 
rules you need to follow and how you make sure the 
game is played fairly.

• Write ‘referee’ on the board. Have you heard of a referee 
before? Has a referee ever been used in a game you have 
played? What do think a referee does?

• Look at resource 1, which shares more information about 
what a referee is. Do you think you would enjoy being 
a referee? Why?

• Referees are very important in helping to keep games fair 
and safe but being a referee can be a tricky job. Why do 
you think this might be e.g., not everyone will always 
agree with the decisions they make, people getting cross 
or upset with them?

• Have you ever felt cross or upset when playing a game? 
Why? What happened? Did you win or lose the game?

• Discuss how playing games that we might win 
or lose can teach us many things. What do you think 
you can learn?

KS1 focus KS2 focus
How important are referees?What is a referee?

Listen ShareThink Listen ShareThink

A referee makes sure everyone follows the rules in a game 
or match to help keep it fair and safe. We should respect 
the referee’s decisions, even if we don’t always agree.

Reflection
We may not always agree with decisions made by referees 
but without them, some games could not be played. It is 
important that we always show respect to referees, umpires 
and other sports officials involved in the games we play.

Reflection

FIFA (International Federation of Association Football) has 
announced three female referees will officiate at the men’s 
World Cup tournament for the first time ever later this year 
in Qatar. Stephanie Frappart of France, Rwanda’s Salima
Mukansanga and Yoshimi Yamashita from Japan have been 
selected as part of FIFA’s official list of 36 referees for the 
tournament, which starts on 21st November.

Does sport have a part to play 
in making the world a fairer place?

Listen ShareThink

Sport has the power to unite people behind a common goal. 
It can promote respect and tolerance through bringing 
together people of different genders, races, religions, 
ages and backgrounds.

Reflection



This week’s useful websites
This week’s news story
https://bit.ly/3NDNHpc

This week’s useful videos
Salima Mukansanga: An AFCON Trailblazer
www.youtube.com/watch?v=Trn48kMhves

This week’s virtual assembly
www.picture-news.co.uk/discuss

KS2 follow-up ideas KS1 follow-up ideas

This week’s vocabulary
Officiate
Act as an official in charge of something, especially a 
sporting event.
FIFA has announced three female referees will 
officiate at the men’s World Cup tournament for the 
first time ever later this year in Qatar.
Promote
To encourage the existence or development 
of something.
It can promote respect and tolerance.
Tournament
A sports competition in which players who win a 
match continue to play further matches in the 
competition until just one person or team is left.
FIFA has announced three female referees will 
officiate at the men’s World Cup tournament for the 
first time ever later this year in Qatar.
Trailblazer
The first person to do something, who shows that it is 
also possible for other people.
Why do you think she is described as a trailblazer?
Unite
To join together as a group.
Sport has the power to unite people behind 
a common goal.
Upcoming
About to happen.
…three female referees, who have been chosen for the 
upcoming men’s World Cup.

Option 1
Football is an invasion game, which is a team game, 
where you invade someone else’s territory or zone to 
score goals or points. 

• Can you think of any invasion games?

• Do you have a favourite? Why?

Create your own invasion game. Think about:

• How many players will be on each team?

• How will the players score?

• What rules will there be?

• How big will the pitch be?

• What equipment will you need?

Play your game with others whilst you referee!

Football maths!

• There are 11 players on each team. How many 
players are there on the pitch during a match?

• Can you count up to 22 in twos?

• The players all have the number 1-11 on the back of 
their shirts. Can you list the odd numbers? Can you 
list the even numbers? Which numbers are 
multiples of 5?

• Can you work out how many players there would be 
in three teams?

• The red team scored 6 goals, the blue team scored 
10. How many more goals did the blue team score?

• There were 20 goals scored in a match altogether. 
What might the score have been? How many 
different possibilities can you find? 

Option 1

Option 2
As we take part in PE and competitions at school, we 
often use our sporting values. Share some of your 
sports values (the six School Games values are: 
passion, self-belief, respect, honesty, determination 
and teamwork).

• What does each of them mean to you?

• What other values do we think are important when 
playing games e.g., commitment, perseverance?

• What might happen if we took part in competitions 
without these values?

Design a poster to share your sports values. You 
could display these in your classroom or on your 
sports board in school.

Option 2
Take part in a football match inspired dance! Think 
about or, if possible, watch a snippet of a football 
match.

• What are the crowd doing? Cheering, waving, a 
stadium wave?

• What are the players doing? Kicking, running, 
throwing, celebrating?

• What is the referee doing? Pointing, blowing a 
whistle?

Choose four actions and/or movements to use in your 
football match dance.

https://bit.ly/3NDNHpc
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Trn48kMhves
http://www.picture-news.co.uk/discuss
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bH5aZ8rf4OM

