
Pictured: Merle Liivand receiving her Guiness World Record certificate, and with her monofin.
Source: Guinness World Records @GWR Twitter page.

Shipwreck treasures
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Farthest swim with a monofin
erle Liivand has broken her own 
Guinness World Record by 

swimming 26.22 miles (42.2km) in the 
ocean whilst wearing a monofin. The 
Estonian swimmer and conservationist, 
known as the ‘eco mermaid’, spent 11 
hours and 54 minutes swimming off the 
coast of Miami Beach, Florida. She 
completed the record-breaking attempt 
on World Oceans Day, as she wants to 
highlight the problem
of plastic pollution in our oceans and

© Picture News 2022

Share your thoughts and read the opinions of others www.picture-news.co.uk/discuss

ictures of a shipwreck, containing 
lots of lost treasure, have recently 

been shared by Colombia’s army. The 
video shows the legendary San Jose 
galleon shipwreck, the Spanish flagship 
sunk by the British Royal Navy in 1708. It 
had been hidden underwater for hundreds 
of years, until its discovery in 2015, and is 
believed to have been carrying riches that 
would be worth billions of pounds today! 
The Colombian army are keeping the exact 
location of the treasure a secret, but the 
video shows an enormous bounty aboard 
the vessel including, gold and silver coins, 
emeralds, ancient cannons, intact Chinese 
porcelain, pottery, and gold ingots! The 
Colombian army used a remotely operated 
submersible vehicle that dived to a depth 
of almost a kilometre. They also found two 
other shipwrecks, one of a colonial galleon 
and another of a schooner, which is 
thought to date back to Colombia's war for 
independence from Spain in 1819.
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Pictured: The shipwreck and treasure shared by the 
Colombian army.
Source: Colombian National Navy.

help create cleaner waters across the 
globe. “I was born with auto-immune 
health problems, and I started swimming 
because my lungs collapsed,” Liivand
told Guinness World Records. “Today, 
my intention is to fight for Mother 
Earth's lungs.” Although she was stung 
by a jellyfish during the swimming 
challenge, she also had positive 
interactions with some dolphins and 
a mother manatee with a baby.
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victim and come back for a tasty treat.” 

The rats have a great sense of smell, can 

move through small spaces and can be 

trained very quickly – it only took two 

weeks to train the seven rats! When they 

locate a person, they pull a rubber ball on 

their backpack, which provides a signal to 

rescuers. The smart rat then returns to its 

trainer to be fed a reward of powdered rat 

pellets mixed with avocado and banana 

through a syringe, as pictured.

I think we all could be, but 
we aren't as not everyone 
chooses to do the right thing.

Lainey

No. Some people just want to 
help and not be the centre of 
attention like a hero often is.

Alec

You can be a hero but not those who fly. You can be a doctor and save 
lives, be a scientist and discover ways to heal mankind, you can be an 
astronaut and see new planets ahead for humans and finally, you can be 
a parent going in the day working hard to bring food on the table.

Atnasya – age 10
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Let us know what you think about this week’s news?

Can anyone be a hero?
Search and rescue ’Hero Rats’
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Last week’s topic:

Dr Donna Kean has been working on 
training African giant pouched rats to go 
into earthquake debris wearing tiny 
specialist backpacks containing 
microphones, video equipment and 
location trackers, so rescue teams can talk 
to survivors. The research scientist from 
Scotland, who is working with APOPO 
HeroRATs project, tweeted, “I train these 
clever creatures to save victims trapped in 
collapsed buildings after earthquakes. We 
kit them out with a rat backpack, and train
them to trigger a switch when they find a

Pictured: A rat fitted with a backpack undergoing search and rescue training.
Source: Dr Donna Kean’s Twitter page

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Picture+News+Ltd./@54.0654073,-1.6041829,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x4879558c41026739:0xe9784a936f7748ed!8m2!3d54.0653775!4d-1.6019765
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Picture+News+Ltd./@54.0654073,-1.6041829,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x4879558c41026739:0xe9784a936f7748ed!8m2!3d54.0653775!4d-1.6019765
https://twitter.com/helppicture
mailto:help@picture-news.co.uk?subject=This%20week's%20news
http://www.picture-news.co.uk/discuss
https://twitter.com/helppicture
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Picture+News+Ltd./@54.0654073,-1.6041829,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x4879558c41026739:0xe9784a936f7748ed!8m2!3d54.0653775!4d-1.6019765
mailto:help@picture-news.co.uk?subject=This%20week's%20news
http://www.picture-news.co.uk/discuss
http://www.picture-news.co.uk/discuss

