
• Look at this week’s poster and read through the 
information about this week’s story. Are you surprised 
to learn that the less attractive fish are more 
endangered? Why do you think that is the case?

• The fish on the poster is a Mendosoma lineatum and 
was voted the least attractive fish in the study. Are you 
surprised about this? Share your thoughts on that. Are 
there any other species of fish that you are aware of?

• Read through the information on the assembly resource, 
which explores the study in more detail and shows some 
of the species voted most and least beautiful. Do you 
agree with the voters? Would you have found it easy or 
hard to decide? Why do you think they were voted in the 
way that they were?

• Watch this week’s useful video, showing communication 
between fish in our oceans. Do you think appearances 
of fish matter to each other?

• Think about our own appearances and how we look. 
How important do you think appearances are? On what 
occasions do you think they may be more important?

• Discuss what we mean by the word ‘appearance’. 
Explain that in this context, we are using appearance 
to describe the way someone or something looks and 
the impression it gives us.

• Think about your own appearance. How would you 
describe it? Does your appearance ever change?

• Look at the scenarios on resource 2. For each, think 
about your appearance: what you would wear, your hair, 
how you would behave, how you would speak etc. 
Do you think your appearance matters more in some 
of the scenarios than in others? Why? Does how formal 
or informal each scenario is affect this?

• Can you think of a time when your appearance didn’t 
matter at all and a time when it was very important? 
Who were you with?

• The appearance of someone or something can give us 
a first impression e.g., a meal may appear to look 
delicious, a book may appear to be interesting, a person 
may appear to be grumpy. Can you think of a time when 
someone or something’s appearance has not been as it 
first appeared?

• Thinking back to your own appearance, can you list the 
things you like about it? Do you think how you feel about 
your own appearance matters? Does what others think 
matter to you too?

• Write the word ‘beauty’ on the board. Have you ever 
heard this word used before? Have you ever used it? 
Do you know what it is?

• Explain that beauty is the state of being beautiful. 
Something with beauty is pleasing to our senses. 
Share the senses on the board (sight, taste, smell, 
touch, hearing). Can you think of anything that you 
think is beautiful?

• Look at resource 1, which shares some more information 
about things people think have beauty. Can you think 
of anything else that has beauty or people might describe 
as beautiful e.g., the weather? 

• Can you think of a place that you think has beauty? 
Describe that place to someone. Think about where it is, 
what it looks like, what you can smell and hear. Is this 
place special to you?

• Does everyone agree the same places are beautiful? 
Why do you think this is?

• Share the proverb ‘beauty is in the eye of the beholder’. 
Explain that this means that what one person sees or 
defines as beautiful, may not be the same as someone 
else. Do you agree? Explore further by sharing the food, 
music and sport everyone thinks is beautiful.

• We can describe people as being beautiful too. Their 
actions, their personality, their behaviour and the way 
they look. What do you think is beautiful about yourself?

KS1 focus KS2 focus
Are there times when appearances 
do matter?

What is our definition of beauty?

Listen ShareThink Listen ShareThink

There are many things in our world that we can describe 
as beautiful. We are all different so see beauty in different 
ways and in different things. 

Reflection
We can choose how we wish to appear to others and to 
ourselves. There are times when appearance may matter 
a lot and times when it may not matter as much. 

Reflection

A new study, from the University of Montpellier in France, 
has found that less attractive species of fish are more likely 
to be threatened with extinction than their more attractive 
counterparts as they lack public support. People are more 
committed to saving more colourful fish such as Nemo 
(Disney’s colourful orange and white striped clownfish), 
than ensuring the survival of other, duller species. Speaking 
about the study, senior research scientist, Dr Nicolas 
Mouquet, said, “We found that less beautiful fishes are 
those recognised as threatened.”

How important are appearances?

Listen ShareThink

It is estimated that the world has over 8 million different 
species of plants and animals – all of which are unique and 
special in their own way. It is important for us to remember 
that how something looks, is only one part of its story.

Reflection



This week’s useful websites
This week’s news story
https://bit.ly/3HdHrTb

This week’s useful videos
Fish communication
www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/44668513

This week’s virtual assembly
www.picture-news.co.uk/discuss

KS2 follow-up ideas KS1 follow-up ideas

This week’s vocabulary
Appearance
The way someone or something looks and the 
impression given by them or it.
Think about our own appearances and how we look.
Attractive
Pleasing or appealing to the senses.
Are you surprised to learn that the less attractive fish 
are more endangered?
Committed
Willing to give time and energy to a certain cause 
or policy.
People are more committed to saving more 
colourful fish.
Counterpart
Something identical to or closely resembling another.
…less attractive species of fish are more likely to be 
threatened with extinction than their more attractive 
counterparts as they lack public support.
Extinction
The process of something no longer existing.
A new study, from the University of Montpellier in 
France, has found that less attractive species of fish 
are more likely to be threatened with extinction.
Species
A class of plants or animals whose members have the 
same main characteristics and are able to breed with 
each other.
It is estimated that the world has over 8 million 
different species of plants and animals. 

Option 1
Often when we are writing stories, we include 
character descriptions based on their appearance. 
Use this opportunity to describe a fictional character 
you have created! Begin by drawing a quick sketch 
of your character or making some jottings/notes 
about them. Think about:

• What are they wearing?
• What is their hair like?

• What are their eyes like?

• How tall are they?

• How do they appear to be feeling? Happy, angry, 
grumpy, sad? How do you know?

Write your character description using a range of 
vocabulary.

Challenge – how can you show your character’s 
appearance without telling it?

Use the picture of fish from the assembly resource. 
Choose the fish you think is the most beautiful. 
As a class, make a record of how many people think 
each fish is the most beautiful. 

• How many people think this fish is the most 
beautiful?

• Which fish is the most/least beautiful?

• How many more/less people think this fish is more 
beautiful compared with this fish?

• Order the fish from most beautiful to least 
beautiful.

Order the fish from most beautiful to least beautiful 
according to how you view them. 

• Is the order the same as the class order? 

Option 1

Option 2
Create your own species of fish that is beautiful 
in your eyes.

• What colour(s) is it?

• What are its fins like?

• What shape and size is it?

Use some of the images below to help you choose 
how you would like to represent your fish species 
e.g., paint, water colour, materials, pencil. 

Option 2
Choose a fish to find out more about. Use the 
following to help your reading and research:

• Does it have a scientific name?
• What does it look like?

• Where can it be found?

• What does it eat?
• How fast can it swim?

• What size is it?

• Can you find any other interesting facts?
Use the information collected to create a fact file. 
Remember to include a picture. 

https://bit.ly/3HdHrTb
http://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/44668513
http://www.picture-news.co.uk/discuss
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bH5aZ8rf4OM

