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Does any of the information surprise you?

Look at the resource below, which shares some information 
about the history of the Scouting and Girl Guiding Movements.

The Scouting Programme 
was originally designed for boys 

aged 11-18 but in 1909, The Girl Guides 
Programme was started by Baden-Powell 

thanks to intrepid girls who refused to 
accept Scouting was ‘just for boys’. 

Baden-Powell’s wife, Olave, became the 
first Chief Guide. In 1916, Wolf Cubs 

were formed for younger boys.

During both World War I 
and II, the Scouting and Guiding 

volunteers and members 
demonstrated their commitment to 

social action, undertaking many 
National Service tasks such 
as acting as messengers, 

coast guards etc.

Lord Baden-Powell 
died in 1941 but his legacy 
continued. Scouting and 

Guiding Programmes 
developed and evolved. They 
varied depending on where in 

the world groups were to 
better meet the needs of 

their community.

In 1976, Girls joined 
the Scout Movement as 

Venture Scouts (the Section 
which previously catered for 

15-20 year olds). In 1991, girls 
could join all Sections and on 
1st January 2007, it became 
compulsory for all Groups to 

put provisions in place to 
accept girls.

Both Guiding 
and Scouting now 
have Groups for 

children as young 
as 4 and continue 

to prepare them with 
skills for life.

In 1907, Robert Baden-Powell 
organised the first ever Scout camp 

in Dorset, England. The experimental camp 
was a great success and so in 1908, 

Baden-Powell published his training methods 
in a book called ‘Scouting for Boys’. The book 

became immediately popular and resulted 
in a Movement, adopting the name 

Boy Scouts. By 1909, the book 
had been translated into 
5 different languages.

“I have over and over again 

explained that the purpose of 

the Boy Scout and Girl Guide 

Movement is to build men and 

women as citizens endowed 

with the three H's namely, 

Health, Happiness, and 

Helpfulness.”
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