Phonics
A guide for parents
Phonics is the link between letters and the sounds they make

Did you know…?
The English language has:
26 letters

44 sounds
over 100 ways to spell those sounds
It is one of the most complex languages to learn to read
and spell.

What is phonics?
Phonics is a method for teaching reading and writing.
It develops phonematic awareness – the ability to hear, recognise and use the sounds within
words.
Learners are also taught the correspondence between sounds and the graphemes (spelling
patterns) that represent them.
Phonics is currently the main way in which children in British primary schools are taught to
read in their earliest years.
Children will also be taught other skills, such as whole-word recognition (these are often
referred to as tricky words or common exception words).

Why Are Children Taught Phonics?
Research shows that when phonics is taught in a structured way, starting
with the easiest sounds (s, a, t, p) and progressing through to more
complex sounds (a-e, as in cake), it is the most effective way of teaching
children to read and also write.

Almost all children who receive good teaching of phonics will learn the skills
they need to tackle new words. Children will learn to hear and recognise
sounds in words and spell them correctly.
They can then go onto read any kind of text fluently and confidently and
to read for enjoyment.

What program do we use?
In EYFS and KS1 we use the approved government
scheme Phonics Bug Club which is based on the
Letters and Sounds programme. At Hollinswood
Primary School we intend to develop the children’s
phonological awareness, ability to segment and
blend words and read tricky words by sight in
order to become fluent readers.

The Jargon – A Quick Guide
phonics (also known as ‘synthetic phonics’) – The teaching of reading by developing awareness
of the sounds in words and the corresponding letters used to represent those sounds.
phoneme - Any one of the 44 sounds which make up words in the English language.

grapheme – How a phoneme is written down. There can be more than one way to spell a
phoneme. For example, the phoneme ‘ay’ is spelt differently in each of the words ‘way’, ‘make’,
‘fail’, ‘great’, ‘sleigh’ and ‘lady’.
blending – Putting together the sounds in a word in order to read it, e.g. ‘f – r – o – g, frog’
segmenting – Breaking a word into its constituent sounds in order to spell them, e.g.
‘frog, f – r – o – g’’

Phonic Bug Club progression

Useful website to use at home:
Articulation of phonemes. This links models how to pronounce the
letter sounds correctly:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BqhXUW_v-1s
Games
http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/
http://www.ictgames.co.uk/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zcqqtfr
Links to phonic games can also be found on the school website under
the student learning links section.

Support at home
• If you are unsure of the phase your child is currently working on
. within school, please ask your child’s class teacher.
• Your child is sent home two books to read a week, one which is
linked to the phase they are working on within school and another to
read for enjoyment.
• The books assigned for your children to read on Bug Club are
matched to the phonic phase they are learning at school.
• When taught a new sound, the children will be given a sound card to
add to their sound wallet. These cards can be used to practise the
recall of sounds taught.

